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DRUG-DRIVING LAWS 

500. Ms M.M. QUIRK to the Minister for Police: 
I refer to the minister�s commitment to strongly enforce drug-driving laws. 

(1) How is that commitment compatible with the decision in the 2009-10 budget to purchase only an 
additional two drug buses in four years? 

(2) How will it be possible to enforce these laws statewide with only one vehicle in the meantime? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON replied: 
(1)-(2) I thank the member for the question. The government obviously has a commitment to drug-driving as 

well as drink-driving laws. The member would be aware that with the financial constraints the state 
faces, in the same way as every country in the world, we cannot do everything at once. However, apart 
from the two drug-drink buses that we intend to have on the roads in our term of government�it will 
not be this year because it is not in the budget�the police have the option, which is what I think they 
are looking at doing, to test people they suspect might be under the influence of drugs. The equipment 
is available for certain patrol cars, although it will not be the full kit that is found in drug buses. 
However, if somebody is found through a preliminary test to be under the influence of certain drugs, 
that person can be taken to a police station for analysis. We have the equipment; there should be no 
mistake about that. However, the member must understand that we have to prioritise all our 
expenditure. 

Ms M.M. Quirk: So ablutions blocks in country towns are more important than enforcing the drug-driving laws 
throughout the state. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: That is a really stupid comment. I think that is a bit beneath the member for Girrawheen. 
She knows my commitment and the commitment of this government. We are bringing in some of the toughest 
legislation this state will ever see. 

Ms M.M. Quirk: When? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I am pretty confident that members will see it next week. We just have to get cabinet to 
sign off on it, which should not be a problem. I am amazed at the attitude of the crowd opposite. The reason they 
are there and we are here is that we are tough on crime. They had eight years�no, it was seven and a half 
because, for some reason, they went for an early election; they could not keep up the pace. The reason we are 
here and they are there is that people voted us into government because of our stand on law and order, which is 
something that was woefully lacking in members opposite during that seven and a half years in government.  

Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan interjected. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I will not talk while the member is interjecting. In this first term of government members 
will see a government that is absolutely committed to cracking down on criminals, drink drivers, hoon drivers 
and those who speed excessively. Members will see an enormous difference between this government and the 
woeful performance of members opposite when in government. Members opposite should be ashamed of 
themselves. We will be cracking down on the use of drugs as well. The previous government went soft on drugs, 
and that is why there are so many drugs in our society now. We will be getting tough on that, and legislation will 
be introduced very soon that will re-establish the emphasis on trying to crack down on drug dealers, drug pushers 
and drug takers. That is something that the previous government was not prepared to do. The previous 
government went soft on drugs. It was happy for everybody to be able to grow two cannabis plants per person in 
their homes. What a disgraceful dereliction of duty! The opposition has ignored the needs and the wants of our 
children. It is putting drugs in front of them. Members opposite should be ashamed of themselves. 
 


